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 A sudden 

wonderful 
unexpected opportunity 

 
 Although our DARF/U-CAN president just wrote to you a week ago, we have suddenly been informed 
of an incredible opportunity to get most of the equipment the Church in Congo needs at a much reduced  
price—and it’s already in the Congo. 
 As shown in the attachment here dated June 11, that we just received, the Church in the Congo has 
acquired a bid from an electronics firm in Kinshasa for new equipment at a reduced price.  This bid is less 
than our three-year-old estimate of costs for comparable equipment, plus saves the costs of shipping to Congo, 
as well as saves duty and customs fees.  The savings are substantial. 
 The DARF/U-CAN Board has looked at this offer and feels 
that this is a time-limited opportunity we just can’t let slip away 
from us.  It is for 15 fully-equipped stations, not the 25 stations the 
Church needs, but it is a long way toward fulfilling those needs.  We 
still must work out in-country transportation and training, but it will 
be a tremendous shot-in-the-arm for the struggling Christians in the 
Congo. 
 As the president indicated in the packet she sent, the church 
struggles to conduct its ministry over vast distances separated by 
tropical rain forests and swamps.  With distances in the 100-400 
mile range, travel during the rainy season is almost impossible.  
Supplies can’t be delivered.  Even emergency messages must wait.  
They need a communication system that will connect their isolated 
posts with each other and with the headquarters in Mbandaka.  All 
congregations need the support and encouragement of other 
Christians; however, here in the Congo, it is particularly important. 
 Rev. Eliki Bonanga, head of the Disciples Community in the 
Congo, will be at the Disciples’ General Assembly in Indianapolis at 
the end of July.  We have two immediate goals.  The Church needs 
to take advantage of this offer by being able to buy these systems.  
Currently we only have about a third of the funds necessary.  
Second, Rev. Bonanga and the Congo community need to get a 
check by the time he leaves Indianapolis to take back to the Congo to purchase this equipment—while this bid 
is still valid. 
 If we can raise the necessary funds by the time of the assembly, we will make a presentation to Rev. 
Bonanga in Indianapolis.  
 An immediate financial response is essential.  The Church in the Congo, that does so much with so 
little, desperately needs our help.  May we count on you?   
 Thank you. May God bless your work. 
 The Congo Survey Team, 
  
   
 Dan Owen, W5AHC Fred Erickson, WD9IXA Garry Sparks 
 
P.S. We can raise the $58,000 by July 25 if each of us responds immediately.  Can we count on you to send 

your check today?  The Church has a great need, and we can provide an answer. 



 
 

 

 Yes, I want to support the Congo radio project 

Name ____________________________________  

Address __________________________________  

City, state, zip _____________________________  

Telephone ________________________________  

E-mail ___________________________________  

Enclosed is my check for_____________________  

Over the next year I will give _________________  
 

 
 
My contribution for the Congo project 
__________________________  

__________________________  

__________________________  
 
 

 DARF/U-CAN  
 c/o Edward Jones 
 123 F Street 
 Salida, CO 81201 
 

 



 
Other thoughts 
 should the amount in the letter (comparison?) 
  radio, antenna, solar/battery/regulator/cables 
   1,250 + 450 + 2,200 = 3,900 
  radio, antenna, panels, batteries, cables 
   2,000 + 500 + 800 + 400 + 300 = 4,000 
  only a savings of $100 per station, $1,500 overall 
   it’s not a great savings per se, but it is immediate 
   it DOES include customs and duty fees 
   it DOES include shipping to the Congo 
   it does NOT include transportation in Congo 
   it does NOT include installation and training. 
 Should there be another address on the stationery (to broaden the appeal?) 
  such as a team member?  the head of the team, Dan Owen? 
  Editor of “Mission-Aire”? 
 do we need the response card if there’s a response form in the brochure? 
 I have copies of the project brochure, response card, and return envelop all ready 
 What about a carved statue from Congo instead of a certificate for large donors? 
 New release DARF/U-CANers can send to their local papers when their congregation 
makes a large donation telling how this congregation is reaching out to Congo 
 
This would give us a marvelous opportunity to inform church leaders of the work of DARF/U-CAN. 
 
The church has a need, we have an answer. 
 


